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West Shoreway project gets a boost from Ohio
lawmakers
By Aaron Marshall, The Plain Dealer
January 25, 2010, 6:00AM

Changes proposed for the West Shoreway would make it friendlier for pedestrians. Legislation
that would drop the speed limit from 50 mph to 35 mph, a key part of the plan, passed the Ohio
House last week. In this picture, westbound traffic heads toward Lakewood as a pedestrian
hustles by.

COLUMBUS, Ohio -- A long-awaited $60 million road project designed to transform the
fast lanes of the West Shoreway into a tree-lined boulevard got a key assist from state
lawmakers last week.

Rep. Michael Skindell, a Lakewood Democrat, got language slipped into an unrelated
bill that would drop the speed limit on a stretch of the West Shoreway, from 50 mph to
35. The bill passed the Ohio House Wednesday and now moves to the Senate.

However, drivers aren't likely to see the speed limit drop until about 2013, no matter
when state lawmakers end up getting the provision enacted.

The language shepherded by Skindell would clear a hurdle for the project, which was
first rolled out in the late 1990s and nearly died in 2008.

The Ohio Department of Transportation "needs to have that legal authority so they can
seek federal authorization for the project at the end of the spring," said Cleveland City
Councilman Matt Zone, whose district includes about 80 percent of the planned
multiyear project. "But that doesn't mean that people will actually see the speed limit
drop now."

A 2.25-mile stretch of the West Shoreway, running from West 25th Street past
Edgewater Park, would eventually be reduced to 35 mph.

The idea behind the project is to make road, tunnel and intersection improvements
between downtown and West Boulevard and to make Edgewater Park and the lakefront
more accessible from West Side neighborhoods now cut off.

"We want to turn this into a boulevard instead of a highway," said Skindell. "There's a lot
of new housing up that way, and we are trying to do everything we can to increase
access."

Valarie McCall, chief of government affairs for the city, said in an e-mail that the
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proposed new speed limit would not be enforced until about 2013 when a new
intersection at West 73rd Street is completed.

McCall wrote that lowering the speed limit will increase the average commute time by
only about one to two minutes because the city has dropped the idea to add several new
traffic lights to that section of roadway.

The project has been divided into two phases, with work to begin this summer on
rebuilding a crumbling pedestrian tunnel running under the roadway to Edgewater Park.
Construction of a bike trail linking with an existing trail in Edgewater Park to form a
continuous path is also planned for the first phase of the project as well as the new West
73rd intersection.

The state has pledged federal money totaling almost $50 million for the project, which
covers the first portion of construction, with about $10 million leftover for the second
phase, which should cost about $20 million.

The second phase is the centerpiece of the project and involves ripping out the concrete
dividers on the West Shoreway and replacing them with a tree-lined, landscaped
median.

Councilman Zone said he's worried the city will struggle to find the $10 million or more
needed to finish the project once the federal money is gone.

"I think in the future when we are committing to a project, there needs to be an accurate
estimation of the true costs of the project, so we don't end up championing a project
when we don't know how we are funding it," Zone said.

Zone added that earlier timelines for the project, which had construction beginning in
2008, spread "false hope" about how easily and quickly the project would be completed.
New commercial and residential projects that dot the area were built under the
assumption that residents would have improved access to the lakefront, Zone noted.

Skindell said he is looking for a vehicle to get a similar amendment placed in the Senate
in case the measure passed by the House ends up bogging down. He said he expects
the Senate's Republican leadership to get on board with the idea because the project is
so strongly backed by ODOT and city officials.

Visiting Texas?
Learn More in the Official Texas Travel Guide. Order Now for Free!
www.TravelTex.com

Low Airfares To Cleveland
Find Low Airfares To Cleveland.Book Flights For Cheap From Tripmama.
www.tripmama.com

Windows Server® 2008 R2
Windows Server Helps Optimize IT & Save You Money. Read The Whitepaper
Microsoft.com/WindowsServer2008

Previous story: An OSU vs. Michigan game crasher, a national reference at the
Cleveland Clinic: Whatever happened to ...?

Next story: Pedestrian killed by hit-and-run driver Sunday night at West 117th Street
in Cleveland

Story tags: ohio house | west shoreway

Oldest comments are shown first. Show newest comments first

Posted by nuclearfree
January 25, 2010, 6:38AM

Photo caption needs some cleanup.

Inappropriate comment? Alert us.

Reply to this comment | Post a new comment

Giving
Global Village
Grammy
Haunted
Health
Heroes 2008
Heroes 2009
Holiday Spirit
Holidays
Inauguration
Indians
Ingenuityfest
Innerbelt Bridge
Inside City Hall
Jessie Davis
johanna
Labor Day
LeBron James
Lee Lucas
Link roundup
Little Italy Guide
Lyndhurst
Medical
Medical Mart
Memorial Day
MetroHealth
Mosaic
Movies
neighborhoods
Neighborhoods
News
Obituary blog
Ohio City Guide
ohio legislature
Ohio news roundup
Ohio State
Open
Parma
Photos
Podcasts
Presidential candidates
Real Estate News
Real Time News
Recreation
Regionalism
Religion
Rock Hall
Rocky River
School shooting
Science
Sean Levert
September 11
Shaquille O'Neal
Shooting
Special Reports
Spelling Bee
Sports
Sports Impact
St. Patrick's Day
Strongsville
Summer Guide
Swine Flu
Taste
Top Photos
Traffic
Traffic fatality
Tremont Guide
University Circle Guide
University Hospitals
Veterans
Video
Visit Cleveland

195
comments

front office: Browns Insider

132
comments

Deeds aren't his strength, so President
Obama searches for more magic words:
Kevin O'Brien

105
comments

Despite Vikings' loss, there's no reason
to mess with NFL's overtime rules -- Bill
Livingston column

95
comments

P.M. Cleveland Browns links: If there is a
2010 Quarterback Derby, it might not be
Brady Quinn vs. Derek Anderson

89
comments

Talking quarterbacks; rating the special
teams; and catching up with Cedric
Jackson - Cleveland Sports Blog
Network

From Our Advertisers

• How do I know if I need a home energy audit?
• Where Cleveland shops for appliances 
• The ultimate entertainment experience

Advertise With Us »

javascript:void(0)
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro//print.html
javascript:OpenWindow('http://www.cleveland.com/sendthispage/sendthispage.ssf?'+location.href,490,510);
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fblog.cleveland.com%2Fmetro%2F2010%2F01%2Fwest_shoreway_project_gets_a_b.html&title=West Shoreway project gets a boost from Ohio lawmakers
http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=http%3A%2F%2Fblog.cleveland.com%2Fmetro%2F2010%2F01%2Fwest_shoreway_project_gets_a_b.html&title=West Shoreway project gets a boost from Ohio lawmakers&bodytext=&topic=
http://del.icio.us/post?v=4&url=http%3A%2F%2Fblog.cleveland.com%2Fmetro%2F2010%2F01%2Fwest_shoreway_project_gets_a_b.html&title=West Shoreway project gets a boost from Ohio lawmakers
http://www.google.com/bookmarks/mark?op=add&bkmk=http%3A%2F%2Fblog.cleveland.com%2Fmetro%2F2010%2F01%2Fwest_shoreway_project_gets_a_b.html&title=West Shoreway project gets a boost from Ohio lawmakers
http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fblog.cleveland.com%2Fmetro%2F2010%2F01%2Fwest_shoreway_project_gets_a_b.html
http://buzz.yahoo.com/article/pub/http%3A%2F%2Fblog.cleveland.com%2Fmetro%2F2010%2F01%2Fwest_shoreway_project_gets_a_b.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/2010/01/post_193.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/2010/01/pedestrian_killed_by_hit-and-r.html
http://topics.cleveland.com/tag/ohio house/index.html
http://topics.cleveland.com/tag/west shoreway/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/2010/01/west_shoreway_project_gets_a_b/691/atom.xml
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/2010/01/west_shoreway_project_gets_a_b/691/comments-newest.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/2010/01/west_shoreway_project_gets_a_b/691/comments-2.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/2010/01/west_shoreway_project_gets_a_b/691/comments-2.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/2010/01/west_shoreway_project_gets_a_b/691/comments-3.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/2010/01/west_shoreway_project_gets_a_b/691/comments-4.html
http://connect.cleveland.com/user/nuclearfree/index.html
http://connect.cleveland.com/user/nuclearfree/index.html
javascript:void(0)
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/global_village/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/grammy/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/haunted/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/health/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/heroes_2008/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/heroes_2009/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/holiday_spirit/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/holidays/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/inauguration/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/indians/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/ingenuityfest/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/innerbelt_bridge/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/inside_city_hall/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/jessie_davis/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/johanna/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/labor_day/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/lebron_james/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/lee_lucas/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/link_roundup/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/little_italy_guide/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/lyndhurst/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/medical/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/medical_mart/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/memorial_day/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/metrohealth/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/mosaic/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/movies/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/neighborhoods/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/neighborhoods_1/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/impact/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/obituary_blog/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/ohio_city_guide/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/ohio_legislature/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/ohio_news_roundup/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/ohio_state/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/open/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/parma/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/photos/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/podcasts/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/presidential_candidates/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/real_estate_news_impact/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/real_time_news/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/recreation/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/regionalism/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/religion_impact/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/rock_hall/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/rocky_river/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/school_shooting/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/science/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/sean_levert/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/september_11/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/shaquille_oneal/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/shooting/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/special_reports/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/spelling_bee/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/sports/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/sports_impact/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/st_patricks_day/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/strongsville/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/summer_guide/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/swine_flu/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/taste_impact/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/top_photos/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/traffic/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/traffic_fatality/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/tremont_guide/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/university_circle_guide/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/university_hospitals/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/veterans/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/video/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/visit_cleveland/index.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/water_compact/index.html
http://www.cleveland.com/obrien/index.ssf/2010/01/deeds_arent_his_strength_so_pr.html
http://www.cleveland.com/obrien/index.ssf/2010/01/deeds_arent_his_strength_so_pr.html
http://www.cleveland.com/livingston/index.ssf/2010/01/despite_vikings_loss_theres_no.html
http://www.cleveland.com/livingston/index.ssf/2010/01/despite_vikings_loss_theres_no.html
http://www.cleveland.com/ohio-sports-blog/index.ssf/2010/01/pm_cleveland_browns_links_8.html
http://www.cleveland.com/ohio-sports-blog/index.ssf/2010/01/pm_cleveland_browns_links_8.html
http://www.cleveland.com/sportsnetwork/index.ssf/2010/01/talking_quarterbacks_rating_th.html
http://www.cleveland.com/sportsnetwork/index.ssf/2010/01/talking_quarterbacks_rating_th.html
http://ads.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/blog.cleveland.com/metro/2010/01/west_shoreway_project_gets_a_b.html/L24/538853186/TxtLink1/CLEVELANDLIVE/GreenSt02_CL_RoS_Text/gr111709_060.html/53437768796b7469344e454142714959?538853186
http://ads.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/blog.cleveland.com/metro/2010/01/west_shoreway_project_gets_a_b.html/L24/470696107/TxtLink2/CLEVELANDLIVE/SnowBros02_CL_RoS_Text/glr11860.html/53437768796b7469344e454142714959?470696107
http://ads.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/blog.cleveland.com/metro/2010/01/west_shoreway_project_gets_a_b.html/L24/1915194890/TxtLink3/CLEVELANDLIVE/CornerAl02_CL_RoS_Text/x000546.html/53437768796b7469344e454142714959?1915194890
http://www.cleveland.com/mediakit/


Posted by joe
January 25, 2010, 7:14AM

If anybody really looks at the picture, the pedestrian shown crossing the "Freeway" is
crossing in a crosswalk, at a traffic light and yes the cars are stopped. The pictures
shows the lie of the concept. This has got to be one of the stupidest ideas of the 21st
century. Lets slow traffic down, put in traffic lights, force cars to idle increasing pollution,
and wasting gas, keeping parents from their families, making it harder to get to a from
work. Why? Because some hair brained politician thinks it would be cool to be able to
walk across a vital artery into the city.
Just think, it the West Shoreway is turned into a cow path, the traffic on I 90 will double,
and the commute of everyone on the west side will take twice as long. Brilliant. The
planners have just found another way to chase people, and corporations out of
Cleveland. With political thinking like this pretty soon Cleveland will become a tourist
attraction as a Ghost Town. The first major American City to disappear. When Cleveland
is no more that a small village on the lake it will be attributed to corporate greed by the
Plain Dealer Corporation, not governmental stupidity, but none the less the people will
be gone, probably to other states.
This is a boondoggle. Give a politician a dollar and she/he will spend a million, then
whine because the can't give their cronies an enormous pay raise. This is not fiscal
responsibility, this it pure government greed. Get bums like Skindell, and his budget
busting colleagues out of government. Give them a job for which they are truly qualified,
picking up paper with a stick in the park.

Inappropriate comment? Alert us.

Reply to this comment | Post a new comment

Posted by j@bb0
January 25, 2010, 9:05AM

You forgot the Red light Camera's they can add some of those...For Safety
reasons of course.

Inappropriate comment? Alert us.

Reply to this comment | Post a new comment

Posted by booey420
January 25, 2010, 9:16AM

You are EXACTLY correct.If the Gov't wants cars to get better mileage then
they shouldn't slow cars down.They should not make it take longer to get to
where you are going.I just can't see people crossing the new BLVD to get to
the park.They all drive down there anyway.If they want better access,build
some walkway bridges over or under the road.LEAVE THE ROAD ALONE.

Inappropriate comment? Alert us.
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Posted by jabs
January 26, 2010, 1:23PM

I hope this project goes through - the quicker the better. I live in Lakewood and
like to bike downtown and to Edgewater. This will be great for everyone not in
a car racing home or racing to work. If you want a shorter commute time, live
closer to your work - don't rely on government to bail you out with a faster
speed limit.

Inappropriate comment? Alert us.
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Posted by westside7
January 26, 2010, 5:29PM

"If you want a shorter commute time, live closer to your work - don't rely on
government to bail you out with a faster speed limit"
Hey I did move closer to work! That's why I chose the Westside (Lakewood).
We are growing out of our house though and thinking about our next move.
Increasing commute time takes away one of the best qualities of living on the
Westside! And it might be just enough to take us back to the eastern suburbs.
Too bad.
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January 25, 2010, 7:58AM

"The state has pledged federal money totaling almost $50 million for the project, which
covers the first portion of construction, with about $10 million leftover for the second
phase, which should cost about $20 million. "
I just love this comment. It's not real money because its coming from the federal
government so its not really costing anything. Pure genius.
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Posted by jimbio
January 25, 2010, 8:06AM

Now is there any doubt we have MORONS as elected officials? If you travel from the
Westside to Downtown how many yeasr will this really take!!! 60m for what, really for
what. this ranks with other Cleveland a bonehead ideas
OUR TAX DOLLARS AT WORK
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Posted by olive
January 25, 2010, 8:15AM

Oh goodie, just what I wanted, a longer commute to work to the east side.
I don't get it- there already is a way for pedestrians to bypass the shoreway to get to the
park, why do we need more?
Most people utilizing the park in the summer are cooking out or at the beach, they're not
going to walk there carrying all their things.
Why don't they use the $ to finish whatever project they've had going on in the right
westbound lane for over a year now!!
We need a nationwide tax payer revolt. 
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Posted by gottaplan
January 25, 2010, 8:25AM

Typical negative uninformed posters... this project is critical to opening up ACCESS to
the lakefront. If any of you took a moment to investigate what this project truly consists
of, you'd see that it relocates the shoreway in several places and makes multiple new
tie-ins that don't exist currently. Slowing the traffic to 35 mph will add maybe 3 minutes to
your drive from Clifton Blvd to downtown. Any of you seen the new development in the
Detroit Shoreway area? That area needs this project completed in the worst way.
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Posted by booey420
January 25, 2010, 9:22AM

If it adds 3 minutes each way thats 6 minutes per car.If the have 10,000 cars a
day that's 60,000 minutes of more gas consumption and pollution. 3 minutes
isn't worth it.LEAVE THE ROAD ALONE.
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Posted by westside7
January 26, 2010, 5:35PM

Hey your 3 mins turns to 15 if you add snow or sun-glare. Plus isn't there
already access to the Lakefront via Edgwater Park?

Inappropriate comment? Alert us.
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Posted by Scrivo
January 25, 2010, 8:39AM

The whiners are from the suburbs because it adds 2 minutes to their commute. If you
don't like your commute, don't live so far away.
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Reply to this comment | Post a new comment

Posted by jonnychepe
January 25, 2010, 8:55AM

It's about time.
Hey whiners, it's not about you- it's about the rest of us. 
Move closer to work or take the rapid. When they changed the speed limit on MLK
(Liberty Blvd) it didn't effect the travel time all that much. Quit sniveling. the worst that
will happen is you'll have a more pleasant commute.
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Posted by russrc1967
January 25, 2010, 9:09AM

Who are you kidding? When they lowered the speed limit on Liberty Blvd, they
also dropped one lane in each direction. That went from an easy commute, to
a waste of time.

I happen to think this is a big waste of money. I grew up in the area and never
had a problem getting over to Edgewater.

Hopefully anyone that is represented by Michael Skindell, will remember this
lame brained idea on election day.
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Posted by booey420
January 25, 2010, 9:26AM

PLEASE, MLK is undrivable between 7:30 am to 9am and it's even worse in
the afternoon rush hours. You could take 30 minutes to get from Euclid to I90.

Inappropriate comment? Alert us.

Reply to this comment | Post a new comment

Posted by jonnychepe
January 25, 2010, 11:24AM

Like it wasn't a traffic jam during those times before the changes.
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Posted by cleveland197
January 25, 2010, 8:58AM

Stop whining, suburbanites! If your commute is going to be inconvenienced by a mere 2
or 3 minutes, why don't you move your SUV and 2.5 kids CLOSER TO YOUR WORK!
Your commute time should not be anyone's concern but your own. Opening up our lake
to more access is, and hopefully will continue to be, priority number ONE!

Inappropriate comment? Alert us.
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Posted by j@bb0
January 25, 2010, 9:17AM

riiight 2-3 minutes+ 60 million + thousands of vehicles+ sitting on the shore
way for hours, and in return you want everyone to move to make way for it. so
pedestrians can walk?
You need to look at how these past projects turned out. If you bothered to do
some actual research you would realize that you are embarrassing yourself
and the whole internet is laughing at you.
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Posted by jobblyisback
January 25, 2010, 9:25AM

Hey you want a shorter commute? UM don't live in Avon. The lake is one of the best
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assets Cleveland has. About time we actually get to see it from the shores. Most people
only see it zooming by at 70 mph on the shoreway...
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